A 9 week old New Zealand White rabbit was presented for post-mortem examination. It was one of a group of newly-weaned rabbits kept in floor pens. There was a history of scouring, inappetence and emaciation.
At necropsy, a part of the ileum was found to have telescoped into another part. The gross pathological appearance of the liver and intestine was normal. The bile was asceptically collected and cultured for possible Salmonella infection, and also for Eimeria stiedae. The intestinal contents were also examined bacteriologically and also for oocysts of coccidia.
No Eimeria sp. were found in the bile, neither were any bacteria. infestation rate of 80 000-100 000 oocysts was determined.
Weisbroth & Scher (1975) reported a case of intussuception associated with E. perforans, and this present case was associated with a mixed infection of E. magna and E. perforans. These reports indicate that a system of management involving both surgical and chemical therapy may have to be adopted for intussuception in the rabbit, and underlines the need for management methods that minimize coccidial infection.
